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Of the two books I should, I think, have chosen the Crabbe, though Macaulay's criticisms on poetry would be less valuable probably than his historical ones. Peace be with him!
As to the Sangreal, as I gave up the subject so many long years ago I do not think that I shall resume it You will see a little poem of mine in the Cornhill Magazine. My friend Thackeray and his publishers had been so urgent with me to send them something, that I ferreted among my old books and found this " Tithonus," written upwards of a quarter of a century ago, and now queerly enough at the tail of a flashy modern novel. It was originally a pendent to the " Ulysses " in my former volumes, and I wanted Smith to insert a letter, not of mine, to the editor stating this, and how long ago it had been written, but he thought it would lower the value of the contribution in the public eye. Read in Browning's Men and Women "Evelyn Hope" for its beauty, and "Bishop Blougram's Apology " for its exceeding cleverness, and I think that you will not deny him his own. The Cornhill Magazine gives a very pleasant account of Macaulay.
Yours ever, A. TENNYSON.
The Duke and the Duchess spent some days at Farringford, and were most emphatic that the " Grail" ought to be written forthwith. My father said that he was not " at present in the mood for it," and read aloud his " Boadicea," which he had now quite finished. He gloried in his new English metre, but he "feared that no one could read it except himself, and wanted someone to annotate it musically so that people could understand the rhythm." " If they would only read it straight like prose," he said, "just as it is written, it would come all right." Among other guests was